[image: image1.png]




Politics Now

Silver to Cuomo: Be nice

March 13, 2012 - 6:49 PM | 

ALBANY – Maybe the governor should say something nice or maybe control the verbal bashing?

So goes the thinking of Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver, who this evening called Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s on-again, off-again criticisms of the Legislature “unfortunate.’’

“I think he should save his words for the negotiating table,’’ Cuomo said of the governor.

Since taking office, Cuomo has had a mixed public view of the Legislature –- sometimes in the same day. At times, he has suggested, as he did this week in a radio interview, that lawmakers are beholden to the public employee unions. At other times, they are great partners.

Do the public comments make it difficult to negotiate? “I think members of the Legislature feel challenged by him, so it makes it more difficult to bring people together,’’ Silver said just after he and Senate Majority Leader Dean Skelos wrapped up a public conference committee on the 2012 state budget.

With deals on a variety of policy and fiscal areas at hand or already made, Albany has gone into a minor version of a news blackout. Publicly, the sides will not give details on deals they have made in secret –-though that has not stopped the leaks on various “virtual’’ or “conceptual” or “tentative’’ deals. 

A “senior’’ Cuomo official today discussed some of the governor’s thinking on several topics, including the thorny topic of redistricting. Some of the demands were vague, and much of what the official said has been said in public before.

Silver, though, bristled that a “senior’’ official was speaking Tuesday -– noting it not once, but five separate times during his own on-the-record remarks after the conference committee meeting with Skelos. “Did the anonymous source say anything about that?’’ Silver said in response to a question on the budget.
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